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jealously than the right to do as they please without inter-
ference from anyone; it is the hallmark of their insatiable
and lawless egoism, and any encroachment on the unre-
stricted liberty of the group evokes such resentment among its
members that they are ready to die to the last man in defence
of its honour and its interests. Besides, nothing less than
a 75 per cent federal world would be strong enough to
guarantee peace; and what real chance is there of this,
when even the dominions of the British Commonwealth will
not tolerate a Federal Parliament ? The smaller federations
suggested by certain writers would merely provoke a wider
system of military alliances between the unfederated nations,
and therefore offer no alternative as preventives of war to the
old-fashioned system of preserving a rough balance of power.

Another grievous error of those who talk about the resmv
rection of the League or the establishment of a United States
of Europe is the somewhat naive assumption that the main
business of politicians is to plant the Kingdom of God on
earth, or at least to lay the foundations of everlasting peace.
If only they had spent a few years as a member of a large
local authority or of a national parliament, they would
realize that the unfortunate politician must have the patience
of Job and the perseverance of Penelope to achieve even the
slightest improvement in the condition of the people. Look-
ing backward over 5,000 years of so-called civilization, they
would perceive that peace has been another name for a
longer or shorter truce between constantly recurring out-
breaks of war, and they might possibly draw the sensible con-
clusion that the statesmen of to-morrow will deserve the
gratitude of mankind if they can prolong by even a
decade these precious intervals of comparative lucidity
and calm.

Those who deny themselves the luxury of wishful thinking
will therefore try to prescribe the political conditions, un-
pleasant as their sedative may sound, best calculated to give
the maximum breathing-space between this European war
and its successor. There is, fortunately, every reason to sup-
pose that in time to come the British lion will continue to
redine beside the dove of peace. He has already clawed his